DIPLOMACY  AND  WAR-----LAST  ROUND

the old limits of our pale in very deed, and now eftsoons reduced
to our possession again, we require to be so provided for, as all
occasions of any other strife for limits may be appeased and taken
away hereafter.

You shall also understand that we have seen the articles
devised by the French Commissioners touching the matters of
the Scots, which appeareth unto us so strange, and so far both
from common reason, and from that friendly compounding of
things which they would seem to declare, that we cannot but
think they mind not indeed the perfecting of this amity so
earnestly as hath been pretended. Which thing, as it may appear
by all the rest of their doings and conferences at this time, being
all the same grounded more upon their own wills than upon any
indifferency, so in this point of the Scots the same is most mani-
fest. For heretofore, when the other French Commissioners
treated this matter of the comprehension of the Scots with you,
our Secretary, they seemed then contented to leave the Scots
uncomprehended, and to pass them over in silence, upon your
promise only that we would forbear to extend our force by
invasion of their country without new occasion ministered unto
us. And therefore you shall declare unto them that in this matter,
if their master mind now indeed to have the old amity between
us and him renewed, there is no more cause not to agree now
than there was at that time when they offered that offer to you,
nor greater cause to stick so much at this matter of the Scots
now than, there hath been at the concluding of other treaties
heretofore. And seeing we require nothing of the Scots but only
the performance of thek own pacts and covenants, we think they
ought in reason be well contented with such order touching the
matter of the Scots as we have heretofore signified by our former
instructions unto you. And in case they shall come to no con-
formity in none of the ways aforesaid, then to declare plainly
unto them that they be so much wedded to their own wills that
they can blame no man else for the let of the peace but them-
selves; and that they be the only occasions, not only of disturbance
and great expense of money of both sides, but also by this means
hinder themselves from doing of other enterprises of more valour
to them, peradventure by six times, than this is. And let them